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proposal was opposed. One of the grounds of the opposi-
tion was the interest which Lord Hastings had shown in
the affairs of William Palmer & Co. It virtually became
an attack upon'Sir Henry Russell by the one side and
upon Metcalfe by the other. Russell, in a very masterly
speech, vindicated himself and also the firm. The whole
discussion caused a good deal of excitement in London
and party feeling ran very high. After six days' debate
the original proposition to give Lord Hastings a further
gratuity was lost. The mutual attacks upon Russell and
Metcalfe fell through, and subsequently a half-hearted
despatch was sent by the Board of Directors that the
claims of William Palmer should if possible be satisfied
This does not appear ever to have been done, but the
Hyderabad Government continued to pay to William
Palmer and his family certain handsome allowances
amounting in the aggregate to Rs. 45,000 monthly, and,
writing in 1861, Major Briggs says : " Mr. William Palmer
still lives enjoying a green old age."